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Research Focus
I am a sociocultural anthropologist and conduct ethnographic research in Morocco and the 
United States. My research interests are grounded in medical anthropology, but extend to public 
health, religious studies, Middle Eastern studies, and science and technology studies. I have a 
special focus on the relationship between Islam and biomedicine, but my more general interests 
are in how faith intersects with health care and how the use of technology impacts daily life and 
the ways we understand the world.  

Current Projects
 ■ My current project focuses on pain management during illness and end-of-life care in Morocco. 

I explore how pain and suffering intersect with a sense of self and personhood, analyze the use 
of pain medication, (particularly opioids), within the political and economic context of Morocco, 
and investigate the politicization of palliative care. 

 ■ My second book (Routledge, 2021) examines the diverse experiences of Muslim patients and 
families in the D.C. area as they interact with the health care system during end-of-life care. I 
transform “actively dying” into theoretical concept to frame the dying body as a site through 
which religiosity and religious identities are (trans)formed or contested and use the 
deteriorating and dead body as the basis to explore religious beliefs and identities. 
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